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ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of Senator BLACKBURN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee. 

f 

FOR THE PEOPLE ACT 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, 
before I begin my remarks, I do want 
to respond to my colleague and his 
comments about the For the People 
Act, which the Democratic Party is 
continuing to push. 

Now, I will say that I am pleased to 
learn that many of my Democratic col-
leagues are standing up against the 
Jim Crow-era policies that their party 
put in place, the work that their party 
did with the KKK and other entities to 
block and obstruct access to the voting 
booth. And I will remind him also that 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act was a very 
solidly bipartisan effort that took 
place here in this Chamber. 

And in regard to their S. 1, H.R. 1, 
For The People Act, it is anything but 
the For the People Act. What this 
would do is make it easier to cheat and 
harder to vote. We should be working 
to make it easier to vote and harder to 
cheat. That is what election integrity 
is all about, and that is what the Amer-
ican people would like to see. 

What this bill would do, their S. 1, 
H.R. 1, would federalize elections. Now, 
many in this Chamber may have served 
on an election commission or been the 
secretary of state in their State, and 
they fully appreciate and understand it 
is the constitutional duty—the con-
stitutional duty—of the States to set 
the time, place, and manner of elec-
tions, and that the voter rolls are 
maintained there in your local county 
by citizens who serve on the election 
commission and who work those polls. 
But this bill that the Democrats are 
wanting to pass would, in essence, do 
away with voter ID. 

Do you know what? Recent polling of 
various and different groups, numerous 
groups, have shown 80 percent of the 
American people really support show-
ing a voter ID, showing an ID in order 
to cast that ballot. Prove that you are 
who you are. Their legislation would 
also institutionalize ballot harvesting, 
something that really offended so 
many thousands of citizens this year 
because with mail-out ballots, which 
they want to institutionalize, some 
people got three, four, five ballots. You 
can go online on social media, see pic-
tures or videos of people holding up 
multiple ballots. That is not election 
integrity. That is not something that 
will ensure trust in the system. That 
would cause more doubt. 

We should agree—we should agree, as 
Members of this Chamber, that we will 

work together to ensure that our local 
and State officials can carry forward 
with their elections. 

f 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, 
now, one of the most important duties 
we take on as Members of this Cham-
ber is the confirmation of the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet and other top executive 
branch issues. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Would my colleague 
yield for a question? 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Not until I finish 
my remarks, but I thank the gen-
tleman. 

A Senate confirmation hearing is 
probably the world’s worst job inter-
view, but there is a good reason for 
that. The various candidates who come 
before our committees are asking to 
take on some of the most important 
challenges that we face as a country. 
And so when the President sends us 
these nominees for consideration, it is 
our job to vet their resumes, to vet 
their records. To go through the mo-
tions is not enough. We need to meet 
with them and review their history. 

So imagine our shock when the Biden 
administration began to send us can-
didates that made it clear the Presi-
dent expects the Senate to act as a 
rubberstamp for some of the most con-
troversial and unqualified nominees in 
recent memory. 

His choice for Health and Human 
Services, Secretary Xavier Becerra, 
had no meaningful experience in 
healthcare before his very first day 
serving as the country’s chief 
healthcare officer. He did, however, 
have quite a long history of 
weaponizing the full force of govern-
ment against people whose views differ 
from his own. 

Alejandro Mayorkas, Biden’s choice 
to lead the Department of Homeland 
Security, boasted a proven record of 
corruption from his time serving in the 
Obama administration. An investiga-
tion by the inspector general for the 
Department of Homeland Security re-
vealed that Mayorkas abused his posi-
tion as the Director of USCIS to help 
politically powerful friends violate im-
migration laws. 

Associate Attorney General Vanita 
Gupta’s record as a radical, liberal ac-
tivist was so diametrically opposed to 
the beliefs of most Americans that she 
tried to ‘‘evolve’’ her positions on drug 
crime and defunding the police just to 
avoid scrutiny during her confirmation 
hearing. Of course, by ‘‘evolve,’’ I mean 
she outright lied about her position. 
And there have been many, many, who 
have stood on this floor and have chal-
lenged her nomination. 

Another, David Chipman—this is 
Biden’s pick to lead the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives. He is so anti-Second Amend-
ment, he has endorsed policies that 
would effectively ban all sporting rifles 
in the United States. He has no respect 
for the constitutional right to bear 

arms, no respect for the nearly 20 mil-
lion Americans who hold a concealed 
carry permit, or the 15.5 million Ameri-
cans who hold hunting licenses. Presi-
dent Biden chose the anti-gun lobby 
over the American people when he 
nominated Chipman for this post. 

President Biden’s parade of genuinely 
unacceptable nominees continued this 
week. Today, the majority leader has 
decided to move forward with the nom-
ination of Donald Remy to be Deputy 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. If that 
name sounds familiar to you, it is be-
cause you have heard about Mr. 
Remy’s work in other controversial 
context. He served as the NCAA’s COO 
and chief legal officer and was the ar-
chitect of that organization’s restric-
tive policy against name, image, and 
likeness compensation. 

Between September 2018 and August 
2019, the NCAA spent more than $26 
million defending an NIL business 
model that the Supreme Court recently 
described as ‘‘patently and inexplicably 
stricter than . . . necessary.’’ It was a 
9-to-0 decision by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

The $26 million, where does the 
NCAA get that money? From colleges, 
from universities, from student ath-
letes. That is where the money came 
from, and it was used to defend this 
lawsuit. 

But let’s not focus on this one policy 
governing the NIL compensation. We 
need to keep in mind that Mr. Remy 
was comfortable using his training as a 
lawyer and his considerable power as a 
top NCAA official to maintain the cul-
ture of exploitation that defines mod-
ern college athletics. I am not sure 
what led President Biden to believe 
that Mr. Remy could help lead an agen-
cy notorious for its own brand of care-
less exploitation, but whatever the rea-
son, we have a duty to get in his way. 

For our veterans, decisions can be 
life or death. I have objected to his 
nomination since I came through the 
committee. And, quite frankly, I think 
it is a shame that President Biden re-
fused to nominate someone who could 
demonstrate an ability to earn back 
the trust so many veterans have lost in 
the VA system. 

Our veterans who have served this 
Nation honorably deserve better 
choices. They deserve at least that 
much from their Commander in Chief. 

This nomination is just one more 
unserious shot in the dark from an ad-
ministration that is yet to focus its en-
ergy on any one of the long list of prob-
lems they say they came to Wash-
ington to solve. 

A quick scan of the morning news-
letters on any given day show a com-
plete lack of direction on the part of 
the White House and the Senate major-
ity. Will we be working on infrastruc-
ture in the next few weeks or are we 
just going to be handling nominations? 
Are the most radical elements of the 
American Families Plan on the table 
or are we going to pivot to election 
law? Well, we won’t have to flip a coin 
on that last one. 
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